PALANKEEN   TRAVELLING

case of accidents, and your blue coat, merely to show
who and what you are, but nothing more; you will find a
welcome, and a hearty one too, at every station, civil
and military, over the whole country. You cannot
possibly go wrong," he added; "and if at any time you
should be at a loss, you have only to apply to the nearest
English station for assistance, and straightway all the
resources of the spot will be at your command."

With this comfortable assurance, I set off; but I
confess I felt queerish the first night when jogging
along all alone on the high road, in a country totally
unknown to me, and of whose language I knew so very
little. After tumbling and tossing about, greatly to
the annoyance of the bearers, for about an hour, I fell
asleep, but only to dream of tigers and robbers, till at
length the palankeen was suddenly and violently jerked
on one side, and then thrown on the ground. I awoke,
of course, in great alarm, and on thrusting out my head,
I saw a snake twisting about amongst the feet of the
foremost bearers, who had dashed down their load, and
were leaping to the right and left into the jungle. As
my sword lay on one side of the palankeen, I lost no
time in drawing it forth, and, before the caitiff could
effect his escape, cut him in twain, to the great admira-
tion of the bearers, who dropped back again, one by one,
to the road. It is singular enough, that this was the
only snake, so far as I recollect, which I ever saw in a
wild state in India, though I must have travelled many
thousands of miles in that country.

Palankeen travelling may be compared in some
respects to sea voyaging; inasmuch as the traveller
carries his house, furniture, kitchen, and wardrobe
with him. He is not dependent, indeed, upon the
wind for his progress; but he is almost as much influ-
enced in his comforts by the weather as if he were at
sea; while the bearers, though docile enough to a certain
extent, can no more be put out of their own particular
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